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Asia/Oceania Resources at GTU Member Schools

(as of March 3, 2010)

American Baptist Seminary of the West (ABSW) (As of 2007)
Our emphasis on Asian-American studies is offered through our M.Div. curriculum. Students can select Asian-American Ministry as a concentration for their M.Div. work. Courses relevant to Asian ministries are offered as well as placement in Asian-American ministry sites.

We have also developed a bilingual program in cooperation with Berkeley Methodist Theological Seminary, a Korean Methodist School, which allows students to take up to 35 credits of their M.Div. in Korean. This program was launched in the fall of 2006.

We are also developing a D.Min. program with an Asian emphasis in cooperation with the Bakke Graduate University in Seattle. This program will start in January 2007.
Church Divinity School of the Pacific (CDSP) (As of 2002)
CDSP has ties with the Chung Chi College of Chinese University in Hong Kong, with which it has engaged in faculty exchanges.

Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology (DSPT) (As of Feb 2010)

DSPT is engaged in conversation with one of our Dominican friars, Fr. David Seid, O.P. who has been working in China for the past several years. There is much work for the Dominican Order to do in China, and Fr. David is helping to make us aware of the needs and to begin conversations about how U.S. Dominicans might respond.  Fr. John Hilary Martin has continued to serve in Australia for half the academic year.  Roughly 20% of the DSPT student population self-identifies as belonging to Asian/Pacific Islander
Franciscan School of Theology (FST) (As of 2007)

FST maintains strong interest in Asia and Asian American institutions, programs, and students through its ongoing relationship with Franciscan institutions in India, Vietnam, and the Philippines. In the Bay Area, it has close ties with Asian ministries and local dioceses. FST faculty, alumni, and students have taken on leadership roles in the Asian Pacific Pastoral Institute, which is affiliated with the U.S. Catholic Conference. In addition, its Dean and Executive Vice President, Tito Cruz, serves on the steering committee of the GTU’s Asian Initiative project or “Partnerships in Transforming Theological Education in Asia, the Pacific, and North America” as Associate Director.

Several members of its faculty are involved in teaching and mentoring in Asia. In 2006, Kenan Osborne served as a mentor at the Institute for the Advanced Study of Asian Cultures and Theologies (IASACT) in Hong Kong. He also recently conducted lectures in China, Korea, and India. Aside from Osborne, Michael Guinan and Tito Cruz have taught in several theological centers in the Philippines, including the East Asian Pastoral Institute at the Jesuit-run Ateneo de Manila University and the Sister Formation Institute. A Franciscan friar and FST student, Rufino Zaragoza, leads church ministers and liturgical scholars in study tours to Vietnam. 

At FST, Osborne mentors Asian students specializing in the area of theology and culture, and has taught Asian theologies. Cruz is likewise involved in guiding Asian doctoral students, and has taught courses on Filipino theology. His current research is on the same topic.

In support of its Asian and Asian American ministry program, FST assigned Joanne Doi, a Japanese American Maryknoll sister to teach Ministry Seminar, a course that integrates theological reflection, spiritual formation, and cross cultural competence for ministry. FST also provides field-education opportunities in Asian congregations and pastoral placements. To affirm the cultural diversity of its students, FST holds a yearly Lunar New Year’s Day celebration as well as a program focusing on a particular Asian culture such as “Filipino Night.”

Jesuit School of Theology (JST) (As of Feb 2010)

One of our faculty, Prof. Thomas Cattoi, is quite knowledgeable in several Asian faith traditions, particularly Buddhism and Hinduism.  He teaches courses such as STHR 2380, Christ, Krishna, Buddha; STSP 4322, Theology of Desire; and STRS 2055, Theology of Religions.

In addition, JST plans on a cycle of theological immersions to the following countries.  The readings for these classes are studied in the Fall, and the group goes during the January Intersession:

Tibet (Buddhism) -- 2009

India (Hinduism) -- 2010

Indonesia (Islam) -- 2011

The cycle would then repeat. 

These immersions are for JST students.

JST participates in the Malatesta Project, which is an effort funded by the California Province of the Society of Jesus.  The three Jesuit Universities in California (Loyola Marymount in Los Angeles, the University of San Francisco, and Santa Clara University) are engaged in dialogue with scholars from China.  As part of this initiative, JST hosts one or two Chinese scholars each year, and next year we are hoping to host some students as well -- that will depend upon funding from the Chinese government.  The Chinese faculty come to do research; they participate in JST faculty colloquia, and they deliver a lecture at each of the three universities.

Also as part of this initiative, some of our faculty (Thomas Buckley, S.J., George Griener, S.J., and Thomas Cattoi) have lectured in Chinese universities and have maintained ongoing conversations with both faculty and students in those universities.

In May 2009, JST and Santa Clara University co-sponsored a conference entitled "Many Tongues, One Spirit: Local Ecclesiologies in Dialogue."  It drew around 75 faculty, pastoral workers, and graduate students from around the world, including several from Asia (Philippines, Japan, Indonesia, Taiwan, India, Tibet, Hong Kong).  We are hoping to build on this conference to foster ongoing relationships with these scholars, including a possible book project and the potential for another meeting at some point in the future.
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary (PLTS) (As of Nov 2009)

Two of our M Div students at PLTS are Korean (One is still studying and one is on internship) 

PLTS TEEM (Theological Education for Emerging Ministries) program has developed a program for an Asian American cohort in Monterey Park, Los Angeles. 13 students, the majority of whom are Cantonese-speaking Chinese (engaged in a pedagogical model facilitating translation in Cantonese by a mentor) were taught by ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) faculty predominantly teachers of color.  8 students will graduate in June 2010 and 14 students are getting ready to join the next batch of students in Monterey Park. 

PLTS and Lutheran Theological Seminary in Hong Kong are continuing conversation for collaboration.  Presidents of both the seminaries and the ELCA Churchwide staff (Dr. Jonathan Strandjord) for theological education are involved in this conversation.  

Luther Seminary, our sister seminary in the Western Mission Cluster, took a group of ten students to China in J term 2009, led by PLTS Professor Emeritus of Asian Studies, Dr. Edmond Yee. “This cross-cultural experience included visits to cultural and religious centers in Beijing and Chengdu. Students encountered and experienced congregational life and ministry in parts of mainland China. They were able to explore the traditional religions of Chinese and Asian spirituality. The trip included visits to congregations in rural China and theological dialogue and reflection with Chinese people, religious leaders and pastors”  (from LS website) 

One of our newest faculty members, who also directs the TEEM program, is Dr. Moses Penumaka, a South-Asian-Indian-Dalit- Lutheran systematic theologian. 

Our diversity requirements include a course, “Ministry Across Cultures,” a J-term cross-cultural immersion experience, a world religions requirement (Supervised field experience in Asian American, Latino, African American, American Indian and other multi-cultural communities. PLTS Mdiv and MTS students only. Required for second year PLTS students.)

Pacific School of Religion (PSR) (As of 2007)

PSR has connections with several seminaries in Korea, the Philippines, Singapore, Malaysia, and Indonesia, Viet Num, and Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Japan all of which are through personal contacts of its faculty members (Fumitaka Matsuoka, Jeffrey Kuan, Boyung Lee, Benny Liew, and Mai Anh Tran). For the last seven years, PSR has had a commitment to send a faculty member to teach at PERSETIA’s Graduate Summer Program. (PERSETIA is the Association of Theological Schools in Indonesia). Jeffrey Kuan, William McKinney, Riess Potterveld, Speed Leas, Andrea Bieler, C.S. Song, Jeffrey Kuan, and Fumitaka Matsuoka have been involved in this program. 

PSR works with some Asian American churches in the Bay Area through its field education program. The number is still rather small, about 10% of all the churches involved in its field education. The program coordinator tries to match the students’ choices with the churches’ needs. Among those churches that take part in this program are Berkeley Chinese Christian Community (UCC), Calvary Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, and Buena Vista United Methodist Church. 

Institute for Leadership Development and Study of Pacific and Asian North American Religion (PANA)

PANA was founded in the Summer of 2000 for the purpose of studying how theology and religion emerge among the Asian-American/Pacific Islander people. PANA received its initial funding from Henry Luce Foundation. PANA has four main foci: 1) Developing intellectual traditions among Asian-American/Pacific Islanders (API); 2) Developing API youth leadership development in the churches; 3) Documenting API presence, and 4) Becoming a public voice for the API. PANA also organizes a monthly brown bag lunch discussions on issues related to API.
San Francisco Theological Seminary (SFTS) (As of Dec 2009)

SFTS has one of the largest percentages of international students of any GTU member school and of any Presbyterian seminary in the United States.

Over the years, SFTS has developed exchanges with almost all of the Presbyterian seminaries in Korea, four of which have been bases for specific programs and exchanges. Many SFTS faculty, including Dr. Eugene Eung Chun Park and Dr. Lewis Rambo, have taught at one of these seminaries in earlier exchange programs. These exchanges continue, and Dr. Eugene Eung Chun Park will again spend a portion of his sabbatical teaching at the Yonsei, an ecumenical university in spring 2010.
Both campuses welcome Korean speaking students, though ordinarily all credit courses are taken in English. The Pasadena campus regularly plans enrichment events for Korean pastors in the Los Angeles area.

SFTS has excellent relations with the China Christian Council, as well as with other Chinese institutions, including the Institute of World Religions of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. Two faculty members have taught at Nanjing Union Theological Seminary, and SFTS has hosted a number of Chinese students in its degree programs.  We expect Dr. Philip Wickeri to continue facilitating these connections from afar.
SFTS has developed an academic course at the M.Div. level, Christianity in Context, in which students study issues related to the church in the country they will be visiting. So far there have been two student trips to China and one to the Philippines. (Because of finances and faculty departures, this program is in abeyance for the foreseeable future.) An emeritus faculty member of SFTS has set up the Surjit Singh Lecture Series, in which Asia has been promoted.

Dr. Philip Wickeri has served as mentor in the IASACT program in connection with the ACHEI in Hong Kong. Through student and faculty involvement at the GTU, SFTS is also involved in other Asian-related programs.

SFTS welcomed a new Korean-American faculty person, Dr. Charlene Jin Lee, for the Pasadena Campus in 2008 and regularly hosts visiting professors from Korea.

SFTS hosts a Korean Student Association to serve Korean and Korean American students and to foster interaction among the members at SFTS and with their counterparts at the GTU.
Starr King School for the Ministry (SKSM) (As of 2007)
From its earliest history, Starr King School has responded to the changing cultural, social, and religious realities in California and the Pacific Rim. Today, the school continues this response through its commitment to education that counters oppressions and through its affirming embrace of diversity.

In addition to our students and graduates of Asian descent, our Board of Trustees includes East-Asian-American, Lebanese-American, and South-Asian-American representatives.

Since 1990, Starr King scholarship students have traveled to Japan to study at Tsubaki Grand Shrine, a Shinto community established in 3 B.C.E.

Starr King has provided considerable leadership in bringing Islamic Studies to the GTU, and that has included hiring associate faculty members of Pakistani, Iraqi, and Iranian descent. With the help of a generous grant from the Henry Luce Foundation, the Andalusian Project is based on the interfaith experience in Andalusia, Spain, over a period of 700 years (about 800-1500 C.E.), where the heritages and histories of Christianity, Judaism, and Islam intersected. During these centuries, members of these three religions lived side by side and flourished in their own right while enhancing the other faith’s expression of art, worship, and community life. This interfaith cooperation and respect resulted in an era of religious peace and tolerance that can serve as a model for leaders and members of these religions today. The Andalusian Project will advance the notion that to more fully understand these three great religions – Christianity, Islam, and Judaism – and to more wholly prepare for ministry in today’s times, seminarians must study how and where these three traditions intersect and interact with one another. The Project will involve a unique curriculum that simultaneously teaches the sacred texts and histories of all three traditions, with special attention to each faith’s visual arts, music, and religious practices.

Dr. Ibrahim Farajajé, Starr King’s Vice President for Academic Affairs and Professor of Cultural Studies and Islamic Studies, currently on sabbatical, will be leading Starr King’s Andalusian Project over the next two years, developing curriculum and offering on-line courses that will deepen Starr King’s educational offerings around multi-faith understanding, specially the intersections of Islam, Judaism, and Christianity in terms of sacred texts, history, arts, and spiritual practices, as well as Islam in the context of religious pluralism in India. He will also be laying the groundwork for an international component to our multi-faith educational work. Two of three possible sites for the international immersion project lie in Asia (Turkey and India).

SKSM also has several members of our associate faculty and research faculty who have strong interest in Asian religions, such as Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism. SKSM’s visiting scholar, Rita Nakashima Brock, is the co-author of Casting Stones: Prostitution in Asia and the United States. Emerita Professor Clare Fischer works on questions of civil society in Southeast Asia, specially Indonesia. In October 2002, Professors Farajajé and Fischer also participated in the GTU and Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Conference in Beijing entitled “Faithful/Fateful Encounters.”

Through our recent ECO Self-assessment (Educating to Counter Oppressions and Create Just and Sustainable Communities), there has been a recognition that we must also focus on the quality of our interactions in Asia. We noted that some of our “historical ties to Asia have been conducted in an orientalizing fashion. Often, a habit of orientalizing and eroticizing ethnic groups stems from a fear of mixity, and can create a situation where members of those groups living locally are seen as ‘less authentic’ than members residing overseas. This dynamic ignores the diversity of ethnic heritage which exists within our congregations, as well as discrediting members of historically marginalized racial and ethnic groups within the United States.”
