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On Tuesday, October 18, 
the Center for Theology 

and the Natural Sciences 
(CTNS) celebrated its 35th 
anniversary—and its new 
beginning as an internal 
program of the GTU. CTNS 
became a GTU program unit 
earlier this year, after a long 
and successful history as 
an independent nonprofit 
affiliated with the GTU. The 
October 18th celebration 
featured a retrospective 
by CTNS Director Robert 
Russell touching on the major facets of CTNS’s eventful history, as 
well as words of encouragement from current and former CTNS staff, 
students, and colleagues.

The GTU and the CTNS Board of Directors began pursuing the 
possibility of CTNS joining the GTU as an internal program unit several 
years ago. This was done with recognition of the deep consonance 
between the two institutions, and in an effort to secure a permanent 
home for the Ian G. Barbour Chair in Theology and Science and the 
rest of the CTNS program. The Ian Barbour Chair was established by 
CTNS ten years ago, beginning with $1 million Ian gave to CTNS from 
his 1999 Templeton Prize.

In December 2015, the CTNS Board transferred to the GTU 
the Barbour Chair as well as its two endowment funds: the Russell 
Family Fellowship in Religion and Science and the Charles H. 
Townes Graduate Student Fellowship. The combined gift was worth 
approximately $2.1 million. Then, in May 2016, CTNS transferred the 
journal Theology and Science as well as other CTNS programming 
to the GTU.

GTU President Riess Potterveld celebrated the Center for 
Theology and the Natural Sciences becoming a permanent part of 
the GTU: “Since its founding, CTNS has brought to the world stage 
issues integral to the discourse in science and religion, and it has 
been breaking new ground through its innovative research, teaching, 
and contributions to the public conversation. We are delighted to 
welcome the Center into a new and even more vital relationship as 
a program and an integral part of the Graduate Theological Union.”

Already enjoying the benefits of its new relationship with the 
GTU, CTNS is looking ahead to a future of exciting programming, 
scholarship, and publications at the forefront of the conversation 
between theology and the natural sciences, as well as the continuing 
fruits of the now permanent Barbour Chair in Theology and Science 
at the GTU. 

CTNS Turns 35—
and Becomes a GTU Program!

GTU doctoral students Austen Eikenberry and 
Daekyung Jung with CTNS Director Bob  

Russell during a recent GTU doctoral seminar 
on “Christian Theology and Natural Science.”  

the opportunity to think about the 
connections between nature and 
spirituality. In early October the 
gallery hosted a panel discussion 
on spiritual ecology, moderated by 
GTU President Riess Potterveld, 
and featuring GTU colleagues 
Cynthia Moe-Lobeda (PLTS/
CDSP), Rita Sherma (CDS), 
and Devin Zuber (CSS). On 
November 3, CARe will present 
a musical perspective on nature 
and spirituality, thanks to the Left 
Coast Chamber Ensemble. All are 
invited to these free events. 

In the spring semester, Dr. Carol 
Bier, visiting scholar at the GTU’s 
Center for Islamic Studies, will serve 
as guest curator for “Reverberating 
Echoes: Contemporary Art 
Inspired by Traditional Islamic Art.” 
This exhibition, on display in the 
Doug Adams Gallery from January 
31 to May 26, will feature seven 
artists from across the United 
States who work in media ranging 
from textiles to 3-D printing. In 
addition to demonstrating the 
richness of Islamic visual heritage, 
this exhibition will offer multiple 
opportunities for discussion and 
reflection. Of special note is the 
March 15 Dillenberger Lecture, 
featuring Dr. Alicia Walker from 
Bryn Mawr College speaking on 
the significance of Arabic motifs 
in medieval Christian art and 
architecture. 

With exhibitions like these, along 
with compelling programming, 
interesting courses, and other 
creative activities in the new Doug 
Adam Gallery, the Center for the 
Arts & Religion is delighted to take 
its place in the GTU family, helping 
create meaningful arts experiences 
for GTU students, faculty, staff, and 
the wider community. 

Elizabeth S. Peña is director 
of the GTU’s Center for the Arts 
& Religion and the Doug Adams 
Gallery. 


